Keep our waters
tangle-free.

Photo by Craig Harms
NCSU

This loggerhead sea turtle ingested
fishing line and lost its front left flipper
due to entanglement.

Recycle your
fishing line
responsibly!!

e

Photo by Kenh R;ttmasl;r.r NC Maritime Museum
Two live pelicans entangled together in the
same piece of monofilament fishing line.
They were disentangled, released, and flew
away.

MONOFILAMENT LINE FAQs

*What is monofilament line?

Monofilament line is single strand, strong plastic
line in clear or tinted blue, pink, or green.
*Monofilament line can be recycled!

*Who recycles monofilament line?

The Pure Fishing Company (Berkley)

1900 18th Street, Spirit Lake, 1A 51360.

*How is monofilament line recycled?
Monofilament line is collected and cleaned of all
hooks, leaders, weights, fishing lures and trash by
volunteers. It is shipped to the Pure Fishing
Company where it is melted down into raw plastic
pellets that can be made into tackle boxes, fishing
line spools, fish habitats and toys.

*What damage does discarded line do?

Discarded fishing line causes injury and death to
birds, turtles and marine mammals, such as dolphins,
whales and seals. Line also tangles up boat
propellers, causing motor damage.

*What can you do?

Please ask people not to discard any plastic, and
especially monofilament line in the ocean or on
beaches. Contribute time or money to a recycling
program or stranding network. Collect discarded
fishing line when encountered. Encourage others to
do the same.

«If you must throw away monofilament line, cut it
into small pieces (6°’) so it cannot entangle any
living organism, and dispose in trash can.

*How long does monofilament line take to
degrade? Monofilament line takes approximately
600 years to degrade in the environment.

*Spread the word!

*Look for monofilament recycling receptacles at
fishing piers, bait and tackle shops, dive shops and
beaches.

*Make a financial contribution using the form on
this brochure.

For more information on monofilament
recycling in North Carolina, visit
capelookoutstudies.org

North Carolina
Monofilament Recovery
and Recycling Program

Please dispose of fishing
line responsibly
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